
                                                                                             Social Psychology: Unit 4.1



Review Questions: Milgram
1. Psychologists sometimes make the distinction between situational and individual explanations of behaviour. Consider the Milgram study and the questions which follow:

a) Give a situational explanation for the behaviour of the teachers. (2)
b) Give an individual explanation for the behaviour of the teachers. (2).
Specimen 2001 Paper 2

2. In the Milgram study on obedience, some of the participants (teachers) did not complete the procedure as instructed.

a) At what point in the procedure did most of the non-completers stop obeying the authority figure? (2)

b) How would a psychologist explain the difference between the participants who completed the study and the participants who stopped obeying? (2)
June 2001 Paper 1

3. In the study by Milgram on obedience:
 a) How were the participants recruited? [2]

 b) Give one disadvantage of recruiting participants in this way. [2]

November 2002 Paper 1

4. In the Milgram study on obedience to authority, many participants showed signs of extreme tension.
a) Give one example of the participants' behaviour that indicated extreme tension. [2]

b) Milgram suggested that the tension was caused by the conflicts produced by the study. Outline one of these conflicts. [2]
June 2003 Paper 1

5. From the study by Milgram on obedience to authority:

a) Give two ways in which the participants were deceived. [2]

b) Describe one way Milgram tried to prevent the participants from withdrawing from the study. [2]

November 2003 Paper 1

6. In the study by Milgram on obedience to authority, of the forty participants involved, fourteen stopped at 300 volts or before, whilst twenty six participants continued to 450 volts.
a) Give one reason why some participants continued to 450 volts. (2)

b) Give one reason why some participants stopped before 450 volts. (2)
May/June 2004 Paper 1

7. From the study by Milgram (obedience):

a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘reliability’. (2)

b) Describe one feature of Milgram’s procedure that increased its reliability. (2)
May/June 2004 Paper 2
8. In the study by Milgram on obedience to authority:

a) Outline one ethical guideline that was broken. (2)
b) Outline one ethical guideline that was not broken. (2)
Oct/Nov 2004 Paper 1

9. From the study by Milgram on obedience:

a) What was the original aim of the study? 
(2)

b) What did Milgram conclude from his findings? (2)
Oct/Nov 2005 Paper 1

10. From the study by Milgram (obedience):

a) Briefly describe one finding from the study. (2)
b) Why might it be difficult to apply the findings from this study to obedience in everyday life? (2)

Oct/Nov 2005 Paper 2

11. In the study by Milgram on obedience:

a) How was the dependent variable measured? (2)
b) To what extent did the results of the study support Milgram’s hypothesis? (2)
May/June 2006 Paper 1
12. Describe two features of the experiment by Milgram that may explain the high levels of obedience. (4)
Oct/Nov 2006 Paper 1

13. In the study by Milgram on obedience:

a) How did the experimenter try to prevent participants from withdrawing from the study? (2)

b) Why are participants given the right to withdraw from psychology experiments? (2)
May/June 2007 Paper 1

14. In the study by Milgram on obedience:

a) What is meant by the term ‘obedience’? (2)
b) Suggest one reason why obedience in society is desirable. (2)
Oct/Nov 2007 Paper 1

15. Outline two ways in which the study by Milgram on obedience was low in ecological validity. (2)

Oct/Nov 2007 Paper 2

16. From the study on obedience, give two reason why some participants did not continue to 450 volts. (4)
Oct/Nov 2008 Paper 1
17. Outline two ways in which the Milgram study on obedience to authority was low in ecological validity. (4)

Oct/Nov 2009 Paper 2

18. The obedience study by Milgram used a stooge.

a) Identify two ways in which the stooge was used to deceive the participants. (2)

b) Give one advantage of using a stooge in Psychology research. (2)

May/June 2010 Paper 12

19. From the study by Milgram on obedience a number of different methods were used to collect the data.

a) Outline the qualitative and quantitative data gathered in this study. (2)

b) Why was qualitative data gathered in this study? (2)

May/June 2010 Paper 22

20. The study by Milgram on obedience broke some ethical guidelines.
a) Explain why we should conduct studies which are unethical. (2)

b) Suggest one way in which the Milgram study was unethical. (2)

Oct/Nov 2010 Paper 12
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